












CITY OF PRATTVILLE
Historic Preservation Commission

Planning Department Staff Report

CERTIFICATE OF
APPROPRIATENESS

151/153 West Main Street – CA1301-01

DATE January 21, 2013

PROPOSED DEVLOPMENT

Petitioner: Brent Moeshlin – Quality Comix

Property Owner: Walthall Enterprises, LLC

Agent: N/A

Location: 151/153 West Main Street

Review Status and History

Submission Status: Initial request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for this
address.

Previous Approvals: N/A

1984/2007 Historic
Properties Inventory
Details

151 – 153 West Main Street (circa 1900, contributing)
This one-story brick building has an elaborate
neoclassical façade with a Corinthian pilastrade
surmounted by a cornice with modillions, dentils, and
egg-and-dart molding. The Eastern commercial unit has
two arcuated bays and the Western has three glazed
bays.

Proposed Alteration, Renovation or Addition

The following alteration has been requested by the applicant. See the application
included as Attachment A for a description of each element.

Add two exterior projecting signs to existing brackets at 151 and 153 W. Main
Street.
a. Sign at entrance to 153 W. Main Street will be 36” x 48” two sided, aluminum

painted gray with black or blue copy. Example of the copy is attached with the
submitted application.

b. Sign at entrance to 151 W. Main Street will be 36” diameter round two sided,
aluminum painted gray with black or blue copy. Example of the copy is attached
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with the submitted application.

PLANNING STAFF EVALUATION

Reviewed by: Joel T. Duke, AICP

Site Visits Conducted: January 21, 2013

Recommendation: Approval

Evaluation:

Since the subject property/structure was initially developed as and remains a commercial
structure, the requested alterations were reviewed against the standards contained in the
Prattville Commercial Design Review Guidelines Manual. The relevant sections of manual
are included. Staff comments/evaluations are summarized at the end of each section.

Add two exterior projecting signs to existing brackets at 151 and 153 W. Main
Street.

a. Sign at entrance to 153 W. Main Street will be 36” x 48” two sided, aluminum
painted gray with black or blue copy. Example of the copy is attached with
the submitted application.

b. Sign at entrance to 151 W. Main Street will be 36” diameter round two sided,
aluminum painted gray with black or blue copy. Example of the copy is
attached with the submitted application.

Signs (page 29)
Signs are important elements in the historic and commercial character of the downtown
business district, and historic signage should be retained and maintained. Signs are
also important means of advertising and establishing business identities.

2. New signs should be of traditional materials such as finished wood, glass, copper,
or bronze.

3. New signs should be installed in locations historically used for signs such as on
awnings, on upper façade walls covering five percent or less of the wall surface,
inside windows, or projecting from the building façade or elevation. Signs should
not cover or obscure architectural features.

4. New signs should be properly proportioned relative to their buildings.
5. Letters should be eighteen or less inches high and should cover sixty percent or

less of the total sign area.
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6. Colors used in signs should be coordinated with their buildings. Three colors or less
should be used per sign.

7. Mounting equipment should be anchored in mortar, not bricks or stones, and
should avoid damaging the building.

Analysis:
Signs proposed match guidelines and existing signage in the district. Signs will not be
illuminated. Recommend approval.

ATTACHMENTS

A. Application and attachments
B. Location Map



 















CITY OF PRATTVILLE  
Historic Preservation Commission 
 

Planning Department Staff Report 
 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF 
APPROPRIATENESS 

161 West Main Street – CA1211-02 

 
DATE 

 
November 28, 2012 

 
PROPOSED DEVLOPMENT 
 

Petitioner: Jules Moffett 

Property Owner: Same as petitioner  

Agent: N/A 

Location: 161 West Main Street  
 

Review Status and History 

Submission Status: Initial request for Certificate of Appropriateness for this 
property.  

Previous Approvals: N/A 

Conditions of Previous 
Approvals: 

N/A 
 

1984/2007 Historic 
Properties Inventory 
Details 
 

161 West Main Street (1903, contributing) This one-
story brick building with a parapet has a circa 1960 
aluminum canopy and storefront.  

Proposed Alteration, Renovation or Addition 

 
1. Convert incomplete renovation of enclosed room on the rear of the building 

started in 2008 to a covered porch. Propose removal of exposed wall studs, 
encasing metal support posts in wood, adding wood top and bottom railings and 
balusters between the posts.   
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PLANNING STAFF EVALUATION 

 

Reviewed by: Joel T. Duke, AICP 

Site Visits Conducted: November 28, 2012 

Recommendation: Approval with conditions. Additional design details are 
needed concerning any proposed access stairs, screening of 
the front and sides below the floor, and the flooring of the 
porch. 
 
 

Evaluation:  

The requested alterations were reviewed against the standards contained in the Prattville 
Commercial Design Review Guidelines Manual. The relevant sections of manual are 
included. Staff comments/evaluations are summarized at the end of this section. 
 
Item 1 – Convert incomplete renovation of enclosed room on the rear of the building 

started in 2008 to a covered porch. Propose removal of exposed wall 
studs, encasing metal support posts in wood, adding top and bottom 
railings and balusters between the posts.   

 
Rear Additions. (Page 39)  

Rear and lateral additions provide owners with flexibility in their building use. 
Additions should use design, materials, and placement that minimize their affect on 
the district’s historic character. 

 
1. Additions should cause minimal damage or removal of historic walls, roofs, and 

features from historic buildings. Existing openings should be used to connect the 
building and the addition. 

2. Additions should have little or no visibility from the primary street façade. 

3. Additions should be compatible with the original building in scale, proportion, 
rhythm, and materials. 

4. Additions should be distinguishable from the historic building: they should be 
smaller and simpler in design. 

5. Additions should not imitate earlier architectural styles, but should be 
contemporary in design but compatible with adjacent buildings. 

 
In early 2008, the applicant applied for and received a building permit for the demolition 
and rebuilding of the compromised rear wall for the structure at 161 West Main Street. 
This was prior to creation of the Prattville Historic District and adoption of design 
guidelines by the Historic Preservation Commission The permitted work called for the 
demolition of the existing rear block wall and its replacement while leaving and 
supporting the existing roof.  During construction, the scope of work was changed by 
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the owner. The applicant was informed that the newly adopted design guidelines and 
the International Building Code would now apply to the renovation. The applicant 
elected to stop work on the project at that time leaving exposed metal studs and 
flooring. 
 
The applicant is proposing conversion of the unfinished renovation to a covered porch.  
The existing metal stud wall will be removed leaving the metal support posts. The posts 
will be encased in wood and railing and balusters added. The applicant’s proposed 
design for the railing is similar to the railing on the structure at 427 East Main Street 
(O’Dell Mining). No details are provided by the applicant concerning whether the 
proposed casing and railing will be natural or painted, the rear stairs (location or 
design), screening the crawl space below the finished floor, or final appearance or 
construction of the porch floor. These need to be provided to the Commission prior to 
any approval.  
 
The historic rear wall was removed prior to designation of the district due to structural 
failure. As a result, the proposed alteration should be considered an addition and 
reviewed under the Rear Addition guidelines. With the alteration being under the original 
roof, it remains compatible with the scale and rhythm of the existing structure. The 
addition will also be distinguishable from the historic building.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

A. Application, application attachments and supplements 
B. Location map 
C. Staff pictures 
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